
The Believer's View of Death
Shortly before the Covid pandemic, it was apparent to Fr. Dave, other staff members, and I that we needed to
form parishioners (and their families) about how to best provide end-of-life care. That was put on the
backburner when everything shut-down last March. As the parish has returned to regular operation (for the
most part), it is time to focus on this issue again. I plan to write a series for the bulletin over the next few
months that will culminate with an article on the interment of the body.

We are all going to die. That statement shouldn’t shock anybody. However, some people don’t think often
about their forthcoming death. As the culture has become increasingly secular, people prepare less and less
for their death. Sure, they may write out a will and/or an advanced health directive, but do they prepare to
meet their Maker? God had originally created us to live forever but then sin (and death) entered the world.
Sin disintegrates us, and the final disintegration is death. Death is simply the separation of soul from the
body. That definition would not be held by people who deny that there is a soul, but it’s a philosophical truth.
When we die, we have our Particular Judgment and then our soul (depending on its condition) goes to Heaven,
Purgatory, or Hell (Catechism #1021-1022). God wills for all people to be saved (1 Tim 2:4), but He won’t force
anyone to be with Him in the next life if by their actions in this life they show that they do not want to be
saved.
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If where we spend eternity—Heaven or Hell—depends on the state of our soul at
death, then it is imperative that people have access to the means that God instituted
for them to be with Him forever, namely the Sacraments. Since we do not know when
God will give us our last moment of life, we are called to be prepared for whenever our
death will be. If we have any known mortal sins (a serious sin that we know is wrong
and that we committed with full freedom) on our souls, we must bring those to
Confession to have our soul purified and then to perform the penance given to us by
the priest.

The next topic in the series will be end-of-life Pastoral Care.


