
Recently a young husband/dad was put on hospice. His wife called up the parish asking for a priest to visit.
Fr. Dave went out to see him. When his condition worsened later, his wife called again asking for a priest.
This time I was available, so I went out and saw him. Shortly after that, he died. When it came time for the
visitation, I was able to attend. The following day, Fr. Dave had the Funeral Mass.

That seemingly straight-forward end-of-life pastoral care is sort of a-typical nowadays. However, this is not
because of desire on the part of us priests. Too often when a person’s health declines, the parish is not
contacted. It used to be that hospitals and care facilities would let us know if there was a Catholic who had
begun the process of dying. However, due to HIPPA (understandably), those same notifications cannot take
place unless the patient specifically allows it.

Just as there is medical care that can be tailored to a person who has
become seriously sick or is homebound, we are here to provide spiritual
care tailored to the person. The first thing to do is to call the parish office
when you or a loved one has become seriously ill or homebound. Initially,
pastoral care could take the form of an extraordinary minister of Holy
Communion bringing the Eucharist to and visiting with the person. If the
person would like to receive Anointing of the Sick (and Confession), a priest
visit can be set-up. When a person transitions to being in the process of
dying, it is time to call the office again. The Last Rites (stay tuned for a
future article on that) are to be given at this time; when possible, they
should NOT be delayed to the final hour.

The next topic will be the Advanced Planning of the Funeral.
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