
The goal of funeral pre-planning is to make decisions in advance so that there are fewer to be made 

after death when families are faced with very difficult and emotional days. For a funeral Mass at St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton, the most important decisions that can be pre-planned involve the selections of 

readings and songs. To access the most common reading and song options, visit our funeral pre-planning 

page at seasparish.org/readings. Another important decision is where the remains are to be interred. 

The St. Elizabeth Ann Seton cemetery offers burial as well as interment in a columbarium. We are 

pleased to provide luncheons once again in Mother Seton Hall after being unable to offer them during 

the pandemic. The Starkson funeral home can handle other non-Church related funeral arrangements 

such as the handling of the remains and the inclusion of military honors. 

The three traditional components of a Catholic funeral are Vigil Service (a.k.a. wake), Funeral Service, 

and Rite of Committal (a.k.a. graveside prayers). Vigil Services (typically the evening before the funeral) 

have become less and less common, but they provide several options for prayers such as a service 

celebrated by a Priest or Deacon, praying of the Rosary, and/or sharing words of remembrance. The 

Funeral Service may take the form of either a Mass or a Word Service. A Mass being offered for the 

deceased is the fullest expression of our hope in the resurrection and the greatest prayer we can offer 

on behalf of another. Due to the structure of the Mass, secular songs and readings are not permitted. 

One person giving a short, pre-approved Words of Remembrance (also known as a eulogy) may be 

permitted at the discretion of the parish and funeral presider. The Rite of Committal is performed at a 

cemetery by a priest, deacon, or lay minister. 

The choice of having the main funeral service be a Mass, a Word service, or something like a wake may 

depend on what you desire and what would be most accommodating to your loved ones. A priest or 

deacon can say some words in any setting. Consider having a conversation with your family now to plan 

your wishes and what might be helpful to your family as they pray for you and celebrate your life. Our 

office can help pre-plan these arrangements and answer any questions about the liturgy. 

Although the Catholic Church has permitted cremated remains to be present at a funeral since 1997, it 

“does not enjoy the same value as burial of the body.” Cremation can be allowed if it is chosen (1) 

without denying the belief in the resurrection of the body and (2) with the resolution of interring the 

body in a grave, columbarium, or mausoleum. Scattering ashes is never permissible for Christians; ashes 

are also not to be kept in the homes of the faithful. If a family prefers for cremated remains at interment 

(such as in a columbarium), a preferred option by the Church would be to have the full body present for 

the funeral (with a rental casket) and then the cremation takes place prior to the interment (note: the 

burial may need to take place on a different day.) 

The next topic will be Anointing of the Sick and Last Rites. 


